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AFRICA DAY MULTICULTURAL CELEBRATIONS IN AUSTRALIA

This year's Africa Day Gala celebrations at Melbourne Town
Hall were officially opened by Shillar Sibanda, the ADA
President, who reminded the guests of the African philosophy
of UBUNTU (I am because We are).
Shillar proudly orated, " African leaders from thirty
independent countries got together to bring about change,
freedom and independence to other African countries. They
believed in the power of working together!" She encouraged
African Australian communities to continue working together
to grow by harnessing the strength and power within the
community.
The guest of honor, City of Melbourne Lord Mayor, the Rt
Hon. Sally Capp, lauded the collaboration of the African
Australian Community and welcomed Africans that made the
choice to become part of Melbourne community. She
acknowledged the value of bringing a new culture, heritage,
talent and skills and emphasized the African's sheer hard
work and determination that add such value into the
community. "You make us more vibrant, more interesting and
we wouldn’t function the way we do without your
contribution in the way you participate so generously in
community activities", she noted.

Africa Day is celebrated every year on the 25th May in Africa and around the
world. It commemorates the founding of Organization of the African Unity
in 1963. The organization later changed its name to African Union and
prides itself with 55 member states, effectively 55 independent countries!
Why is Africa Day important? For us to answer that question, we have to go
back to the why it was formed?
Africa day is important as it reminds us to reflect on the progress that
Africa and her many countries has achieved over the past 58 years. The
fight for freedom and self rule by her own people is one of the greatest and
historical moments for many Africans. With each of her 55 countries
achieving independence at different times and celebrating their individual
independence day commemorations, Africa Day is one celebration that
brings our voices together. To showcase a united people on bases of our
shared values, resilience and culture.
Africa Day Australia (ADA) is an organization established in 2012 which
brings together various African Australian communities, in collaboration
with Australian government agencies, private sector and other key partners
to celebrate Africa Day by showcasing African heritage, culture and
contributions of African people to and within Australian society.
Through numerous community engagements, ADA, has provided
educational platforms targeting African youth and families while also
holding Multicultural integration forums that seek to rebrand the African
narrative for diversity and inclusion.
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Hon. Ellen Sandell & Hon Adam Bandt

Hon Ros Spence
Representing the State
Government, Honorable Ros
Spence, Minister for Multicultural
Affairs, Community Sport & Youth,
reinforced the commitment of the
Government in supporting
community led programs for
culturally diverse young people.

Hon. Neil Angus
Hon. Neil Angus MP, the Shadow
Minister for Citizenship &
Multicultural Affairs thanked the
African Australians for sharing their
culture, their traditions and their
vibrancy for life, "that's what makes
Africa Day event such a wonderful
event", he applauded

She further announced that the
Victorian budget 2021/22 delivery
was geared towards supporting
and empowering youth, through
implementation of youth based
initiatives that will engage the
African youth and other minority
groups who face barriers and are
often left out.

The Federal Member for Melbourne and the
Parliamentary Leader of the Australian
Greens the Hon. Adam Bandt , commended
the African Community for their participation
during the hard lockdown in North Melbourne
and Flemington areas, saying " they sprung
into action immediately and pulled together
mobilizing surrounding supporters,
volunteers and served everyone in the
community".
This was echoed by the Hon Ellen Sandell,
Victorian Greens State MP for Melbourne
who spoke about the lockdowns and
encouraged the African Australian community
to continue working together to support each
other during the difficult times.

The hall was filled with guests having a good time
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UBUNTU
~I am because We are~
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dditionally, the Africa Day Gala dinner
presents an opportunity to celebrate and
award members of the community that have
outstanding service delivery in different
areas. These awards therefore, not only
acknowledge their contribution to the African
community but also their commitment to
drive change and the significant impact they
have made within the Australian society.
This year's awardees are two phenomenal
individuals, Mrs. Summayyah Sadiq-Ojibara
the founder of a non-profit organization
aimed at human development and Dr. Steve
Rametse, President of Nelson Mandela Day
Australia.
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Dr Steve Rametse receiving his award from Commissioner Ken Block, Fire Rescue
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his special night was a great success, filled with
excitement, music, dance, a showcase of African art and
of course fantastic food. The entertainment energized
the room and swept guests feet to the dance floor for a
goodtime. It was a much a needed celebration after a
year of lockdown.

Presenting the award is Hon. Ros Spence to Mrs. Summayyah Sadiq-Ojibara
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s African Australians continue to share their stories,
culture and valuable contribution right across Australia,
it's noted that a lot of work is yet to be done at political
level, including government leaders, private sector and
media, to support and provide a thriving environment
for all immigrants and to harness the human potential
in every one for a fair and equal society.

Thank you for making it happen, ADA ~2021

